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Is there an easy way to learn about irregular verbs that 
have different endings for the past tense, such as 
keep/kept?

Yes, there are several effective strategies to learn irregular verbs with different past 
tense endings. Here are some tips:

1. Group by Similarity:

Group irregular verbs by similar patterns or endings. For example:

-ept: keep/kept, sleep/slept, weep/wept

-ought: bring/brought, think/thought, buy/bought

-ew/own: blow/blew/blown, grow/grew/grown, know/knew/known

2. Flashcards:

Create flashcards with the present tense on one side and the past tense on 
the other. This method helps with active recall.

3. Practice with Sentences:

Write sentences using both the present and past forms of the irregular verbs. 
This helps contextualize the verbs and improves retention.

4. Use Mnemonics:

Develop mnemonic devices or little stories to remember the forms. For 
example, "I kept the keys in my pocket" can help you remember that "keep" 
changes to "kept."



5. Regular Practice:

Regularly practice using apps or websites that focus on irregular verbs, such 
as Quizlet, Duolingo, or Memrise. These platforms often use repetition and 
spaced learning to aid memory.

6. Irregular Verb Lists:

Refer to comprehensive lists of irregular verbs and practice them in small 
chunks rather than trying to learn all at once.

7. Interactive Games:

Engage in language learning games that focus on irregular verbs. Games can 
make learning more enjoyable and effective.

8. Read and Listen:

Read books, articles, and listen to conversations or audiobooks in English. 
Exposure to irregular verbs in context helps reinforce their usage.

9. Verb Conjugation Apps:

Use apps specifically designed for verb conjugation practice. These apps often 
include irregular verbs and provide immediate feedback.

10. Study with a Partner:

Practice with a study partner. Quizzing each other and using irregular verbs in 
conversation can reinforce learning.

Sample List of Common Irregular Verbs:

Keep/kept

Sleep/slept

Weep/wept

Bring/brought

Think/thought

Buy/bought

Blow/blew/blown

Grow/grew/grown



Know/knew/known

Incorporate these strategies into your study routine, and you'll find that learning 
irregular verbs becomes much more manageable.


